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The Juilliard School
presents

Corigliano @ 85
Wednesday, February 8, 2023, 7:30pm
Paul Hall

JOHN CORIGLIANO Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems of Bob Dylan (2000)
(b. 1938)   Prelude: Mr. Tambourine Man
    Clothes Line
    Blowin’ in the Wind
    Masters of War
    All Along the Watchtower
    Chimes of Freedom
    Postlude: Forever Young
    Hilá Plitmann, Soprano
    Chris Boyadjiev, Flute
    Roi Karni, B-flat Clarinet
    Ria Honda, Violin
    Noah Chen, Cello
    Leo Gevisser, Piano
    Braden Vaughn, Mary La Blanc, Percussion
    Tengku Irfan, Conductor

Intermission

CORIGLIANO  String Quartet (1995)
    Prelude
    Scherzo
    Nocturne
    Fugue
    Postlude
    Dolphins Quartet
    Isaac Park, Violin
    Luke Henderson, Violin
    James Preucil, Viola
    Ian Maloney, Cello

Running time: approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes, including an intermission

Please make certain that all electronic devices are turned off during 
the performance. The taking of photographs and the use of recording 
equipment are not permitted in this auditorium.
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About John Corigliano

John Corigliano’s more than 100 scores have won him the Pulitzer Prize, the 
Grawemeyer Award, five Grammy Awards, and an Academy Award, and 
they have been performed and recorded by many of the most prominent 
orchestras, soloists, and chamber musicians in the world. Highlights include 
One Sweet Morning (2011), a four-movement song cycle premiered by 
the New York Philharmonic and Stephanie Blythe; Conjurer (2008), for 
percussion and string orchestra, commissioned for and introduced by Dame 
Evelyn Glennie; Concerto for Violin and Orchestra: The Red Violin (2005), 
developed from the themes of the score to the film of the same name, 
which won Corigliano an Oscar in 1999; Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems 
of Bob Dylan (2000) for orchestra and amplified soprano, the recording 
of which won a Grammy for best contemporary composition in 2008; 
Symphony No. 3: Circus Maximus (2004), scored simultaneously for wind 
orchestra and a multitude of wind ensembles; and Symphony No. 2 (2001 
Pulitzer Prize in music.) Other important scores include String Quartet (1995: 
Grammy Award, best contemporary composition); Symphony No. 1 (1991: 
Grawemeyer Award); the opera The Ghosts of Versailles (Metropolitan 
Opera commission, 1991); and the Clarinet Concerto (1977). The Houston 
Symphony Orchestra commissioned Corigliano to create a new orchestral 
version of Stomp, which premiered in 2015. That same year, the Los 
Angeles Opera produced a revival of The Ghosts of Versailles, conducted 
by James Conlon, staged by Tony-winning director Darko Tresnjac, and 
starring Patricia Racette, Christopher Maltman, and Patti LuPone. A live 
recording of this performance was released in 2016 on Pentatone Music and 
won a Grammy for best opera recording. In recent years, Corigliano’s music 
has been featured in performances throughout the U.S. and Europe as well 
as in Caracas, Melbourne, Shanghai, Beijing, Tokyo, Toronto, and beyond. 
Corigliano has served on the composition faculty at Juilliard since 1991 and 
holds the position of distinguished professor emeritus of music at Lehman 
College, City University of New York, which has established a scholarship 
in his name. His music is published exclusively by G. Schirmer, Inc.
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About Hilá Plitmann

Two-time Grammy-winning soprano, songwriter, and actress Hilá Plitmann 
(BM ’95, MM ’97, voice) is known for opera, concert, film, and theater 
performances filled with emotionally charged fearlessness, unique 
expressivity, and mesmerizing drama. She rose to prominence after 
premiering a work by David Del Tredici with the New York Philharmonic 
just one year after graduating from Juilliard—on only two weeks’ notice—
and has since become a frequent soloist on major stages across the world. 
Recognized as one of today’s foremost interpreters of contemporary music, 
she regularly performs new works by a diverse array of composers as well as 
traditional repertoire and boundary-pushing projects in nonclassical genres. 
With jazz guitarist Shea Welsh and tabla virtuoso Aditya Kalyanpur, Plitmann 
co-founded the global music project Renaissance Heart. Her tour-de-force 
performance in Eric Whitacre’s groundbreaking electro-musical Paradise 
Lost: Shadows and Wings at Pasadena’s Boston Court Theatre, involving 
singing, acting, dancing, and martial arts, won her a best actress nomination 
from the Los Angeles Ovation Awards and L.A. Ticketholder Awards. She 
leads innovative residencies and workshops at campuses across the U.S., 
bringing diverse pedagogical methods combining technical focus, tools and 
approaches for connecting, and a sense of inner confidence, centering, 
and presence.
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Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems of Bob Dylan Texts

Prelude: Mr. Tambourine Man
… Though I know that evenin’s empire has returned into sand,
Vanished from my hand,
Left me blindly here to stand but still not sleeping.
My weariness amazes me, I’m branded on my feet,
I have no one to meet
And the ancient empty street’s too dead for dreaming.

Hey! Mr. Tambourine Man, play a song for me,
I’m not sleepy and there is no place I’m going to.
Hey! Mr. Tambourine Man, play a song for me,
In the jingle jangle morning I’ll come followin’ you.

Take me on a trip upon your magic swirlin’ ship,
My senses have been stripped, my hands can’t feel to grip,
My toes too numb to step, wait only for my boot heels 
To be wanderin’.
I’m ready to go anywhere, I’m ready … to fade
Into my own parade, cast your dancing spell my way
I promise to go under it.

Hey! Mr. Tambourine Man, play a song for me,
I’m not sleepy and there is no place I’m going to.
Hey! Mr. Tambourine Man, play a song for me,
In the jingle jangle morning I’ll come followin’ you.

Though you might hear laughin’, spinnin’, swingin’ madly across the sun,
It’s not aimed at anyone, it’s just escapin’ on the run …
And if you hear vague traces of skippin’ reels of rhyme,
To your tambourine in time, it’s just a ragged clown behind.
I wouldn’t pay it any mind, it’s just a shadow you’re 
Seein’ that he’s chasing.

… Yes, to dance beneath the diamond sky with one hand waving free,
Silhouetted by the sea, circled by the circus sands,
With all memory and fate driven deep beneath the waves,
Let me forget about today until tomorrow.

… I’m not sleepy and there is no place I’m going to …
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Clothes Line
After a while we took in the clothes,
Nobody said very much.
Just some old wild shirts and a couple pairs of pants
Which nobody really wanted to touch.
Mama come in and picked up a book
An’ Papa asked her what it was.
Someone else asked, “What do you care?”
Papa said, “Well, just because.”
Then they started to take back their clothes,
Hang ’em on the line.
It was January the thirtieth
And everybody was feelin’ fine.

The next day everybody got up
Seein’ if the clothes were dry.
The dogs were barking, a neighbor passed,
Mama, of course, she said, “Hi!”
“Have you heard the news?” he said, with a grin,
“The Vice-President’s gone mad!”
“Where?” “Downtown.” “When?” “Last night.”
“Hmm, say, that’s too bad!”
“Well, there’s nothin’ we can do about it,” said the neighbor,
“It’s just somethin’ we’re gonna have to forget.”
“Yes, I guess so,” said Ma,
Then she asked me if the clothes was still wet.

I reached up, touched my shirt,
And the neighbor said, “Are those clothes yours?”
I said, “Some of ’em, not all of ’em.”
He said, “Ya always help out around here with the chores?”
I said, “Sometime, not all the time.”
Then my neighbor, he blew his nose
Just as Papa yelled outside,
“Mama wants you t’ come back in the house and bring them clothes.”
Well, I just do what I’m told,
So, I did it, of course.
I went back in the house and Mama met me
And then I shut all the doors.
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Blowin’ in the Wind
How many roads must a man walk down
Before you call him a man?
Yes, ’n’ how many seas must a white dove sail
Before she sleeps in the sand?
Yes, ’n’ how many times must the cannon balls fly
Before they’re forever banned?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind,
The answer is blowin’ in the wind.

How many times must a man look up
Before he can see the sky?
Yes, ’n’ how many ears must one man have
Before he can hear people cry?
Yes, ’n’ how many deaths will it take till he knows
That too many people have died?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind …

How many years can a mountain exist
Before it’s washed to the sea?
[The answer is blowin’ in the wind.]
Yes, ’n’ how many years can some people exist
Before they’re allowed to be free?
[“blowin’ in the wind.”]
Yes, ’n’ how many times can a man turn his head,
Pretending he just doesn’t see?
… blowin’ …
… blowin’ …

Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems of Bob Dylan Texts
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Masters of War
Come, [come,] you masters of war
You that build all the guns
You that build the death planes
You that build the big bombs
You that hide behind walls
You that hide behind desks
[Come, come, you masters of war]
I just want you to know
I can see through your masks

You that never done nothin’
But build to destroy
You play with my world
Like it’s your little toy
You put a gun in my hand
And you hide from my eyes
And you turn and run farther
When the fast bullets fly …

You fasten the triggers
For the others to fire
Then you set back and watch
When the death count gets higher
You hide in your mansion
As young people’s blood
Flows out of their bodies
And is buried in the mud

You’ve thrown the worst fear
That can ever be hurled
Fear to bring children
Into the world
For threatening my baby
Unborn and unnamed
You ain’t worth the blood
That runs in your veins …

Let me ask you one question
Is your money that good
Will it buy you forgiveness
Do you think that it could
I think you will find
When your death takes its toll
All the money you made
Will never buy back your soul

And I hope that you die
And your death will come soon
I will follow your casket
In the pale afternoon
And I’ll watch while you’re lowered
Down to your deathbed
And I’ll stand o’er your grave
’Til I’m sure that you’re dead
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All Along the Watchtower
“There must be some way out of here,” said the joker to the thief,
“There’s too much confusion, I can’t get no relief.
Businessmen, they drink my wine, plowmen dig my earth
None of them along the line know what any of it is worth.”

“No reason to get excited,” the thief, he kindly spoke,
“There are many here among us who feel that life is but a joke.
But you and I, we’ve been through that, and this is not our fate,
So let us not talk falsely now, the hour is getting late.”

All along the watchtower, princes kept the view
While all the women came and went, barefoot servants, too.

Outside in the distance a wildcat did growl,
Two riders were approaching, the wind began to howl.

Chimes of Freedom
Far between sundown’s finish an’ midnight’s broken toll
We ducked inside the doorway, thunder crashing
As majestic bells of bolts struck shadows in the sounds
Seeming to be the chimes of freedom flashing
Flashing for the warriors whose strength is not to fight
Flashing for the refugees on the unarmed road of flight
An’ for each an’ ev’ry underdog soldier in the night
An’ we gazed upon the chimes of freedom flashing.

In the city’s melted furnace, unexpectedly we watched
With faces hidden while the walls were tightening
As the echo of the wedding bells before the blowin’ rain
Dissolved into the bells of the lightning.

[Striking for the gentle, striking for the kind
Striking for the guardians and protectors of the mind
An’ the unpawned painter behind beyond his rightful time
An’ we gazed upon the chimes of freedom flashing.

Through the mad mystic hammering of the wild ripping hail
The sky cracked its poems in naked wonder
That the clinging of the church bells blew far into the breeze
Leaving only bells of lightning and its thunder
As we listened one last time an’ we watched with one last look
Spellbound an’ swallowed ’til the tolling ended

Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems of Bob Dylan Texts
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Tolling for the rebel, tolling for the rake
Tolling for the luckless, the abandoned an’ forsaked
Tolling for the outcast, burnin’ constantly at stake
An’ we gazed upon the chimes of freedom flashing …

Tolling for the deaf an’ blind, tolling for the mute
Tolling for the mistreated, mateless mother, the mistitled prostitute …]

Tolling for the aching ones whose wounds cannot be nursed …
An’ for every hung-up person in the whole wide universe
An’ we gazed upon the chimes of freedom flashing.

Postlude: Forever Young
May God bless and keep you always,
May your wishes all come true,
May you always do for others
And let others do for you.
May you build a ladder to the stars
And climb on every rung,
May you stay forever young,
Forever young, forever young,
May you stay forever young.

May you grow up to be righteous,
May you grow up to be true,
May you always know the truth,
And see the lights surrounding you.
May you always be courageous,
Stand upright and be strong,
May you stay forever young,
Forever young, forever young,
May you stay forever young.

May your hands always be busy,
May your feet always be swift,
May you have a strong foundation
When the winds of changes shift.
May your heart always be joyful,
May your song always be sung,
May you stay forever young,
Forever young, forever young,
May you stay forever young.
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