
Daniel Saidenberg Faculty Recital Series

Raphael Trio  
and Friends



To make a scholarship gift for College or Pre-College  
students, visit giving.juilliard.edu or contact Irene Elias at 
ielias@juilliard.edu or (212) 799-5000, ext. 309, to learn more.

Scholarship support makes it possible for the school to continue 
to nurture the exceptional artists who go on to be the performers, 
educators, creators, and leaders that move the needle and broaden 
the stories that are told and heard through the performing arts. 
With more than 90 percent of our students eligible to receive 
some measure of financial aid, scholarship funds are critical in 
enabling Juilliard to meet our students’ needs.
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The Juilliard School
presents

Raphael Trio and Friends
Naoko Tanaka, Violin
Susan Salm, Cello
Daniel Epstein, Piano
With Robert Dan, Viola
Satoshi Okamoto, Bass

Part of the Daniel Saidenberg Faculty Recital Series

Sunday, March 16, 2025, 4pm
Paul Hall

FRANZ SCHUBERT 	 Piano Trio in E-flat Major, D. 897, “Notturno”
(1797–1828) 

MAURICE RAVEL 		  Piano Trio in A Minor (1914)
(1875–1937)		     Modéré 
  				       Pantoum: Assez vif
  				       Passacaille: Très large
  				       Final: Animé
				    Naoko Tanaka, Violin
				    Susan Salm, Cello
				    Daniel Epstein, Piano

				    Intermission

 

Please make certain that all electronic devices are turned off during 
the performance. The taking of photographs and the use of recording 
equipment are not permitted.
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		  Lead Digital Sponsor

Major funding for establishing Paul Recital Hall and for continuing access to its series of 
public programs has been granted by the Bay Foundation and the Josephine Bay Paul and 
C. Michael Paul Foundation in memory of Josephine Bay Paul.

SCHUBERT		  “Trout” Quintet in A Major, D. 667 (1819)
		  		     Allegro vivace 
  				       Andante 
  				       Scherzo: Presto 
  				       Andantino—Allegretto 
  				       Allegro giusto
				    Naoko Tanaka, Violin
				    Robert Dan, Viola
				    Susan Salm, Cello
				    Satoshi Okamoto, Bass
				    Daniel Epstein, Piano

Performance time: approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes, including an intermission
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About the Artists

Raphael Trio

In November 1975, the newly formed Raphael Trio made its debut at 
Carnegie Hall as winners of the Concert Artists Guild Award. Since then, 
the trio has performed in the leading concert halls of the U.S. and Europe, 
appearing in London, Geneva, Paris, Frankfurt, Vienna, Budapest, Venice, 
Washington D.C., San Francisco, Denver, Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Chicago, 
Boston, and New York. At Carnegie Hall, the trio has been presented in 
cycles of concerts dedicated to the works of Brahms, Beethoven, Schubert, 
Dvořák, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Fauré, and Schumann.

The Raphael Trio—which, since 2014, has comprised Naoko Tanaka 
(Diploma ’76, Postgraduate Diploma ’77, violin; faculty 1984-present), Susan 
Salm (BM ’65, MM ’67, cello), and Daniel Epstein (BM ’69, MM ’70, piano)—
is acclaimed for its creative approach to programming, including series 
focusing on the works of single composers. In celebration of the trio’s 25th 
anniversary, it appeared in concerts throughout the U.S., performing the 
complete Beethoven trios in cycles of three concerts, including the Phillips 
Collection (Washington, D.C.), Marlboro College (Vermont), and WGBH/
Boston as well as gala concerts in New York, which were broadcast by 
National Public Radio, WNYC, and Performance Today, NPR’s live broadcast 
concert series. The trio performed the complete Mozart trios at the Vienna 
Konzerthaus’ Mozart Tage, Magyar Radio’s Mozart Festival in Budapest, 
and Duisburg’s Mozart Festival as well as in live recordings for National 
Public Radio, on tour in Holland and Austria, and at the Kennedy Center. For 
its 15th anniversary, the trio performed a three-concert series of the late 
Haydn trios at Carnegie Hall; in commemoration of the 200th anniversary of 
Haydn’s death, the series was repeated at the Phillips Collection and at the 
Manhattan School of Music. The trio performed the complete Beethoven 
trios at New York’s Town Hall and Carnegie Hall, Frankfurt’s Alte Oper, 
San Francisco’s Beethoven Festival, the Sheffield Festival, and London’s 
Wigmore Hall Beethoven Festival.  

In addition to their commitment to presenting the standard repertoire as 
well as the lesser-known works by the great composers, the members 
of the Raphael Trio maintain an active role in commissioning, performing, 
and recording works written for them by contemporary composers Their 
world premieres of such works include trios by Frederic Rzewski, Su-Lian 
Tan, Rainer Bischof, Thomas Oboe Lee, Douglas Weiland, Edward Cohen, 
Marjorie Merryman, Dina Koston, and David Liptak. The trio has recorded 
for the Nonesuch, ASV, Unicorn-Kanchana, EMS-Arcobaleno, Newport 
Classic, and Sony labels. 
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About the Artists

Robert Dan

Violist Robert Dan (BS ’71, MM ’72, violin), recognized as one of the 
country’s leading musicians since his debut recital at Alice Tully Hall, has 
performed across the U.S., Europe, and Asia on the world’s most prestigious 
stages. His extensive career includes appearances at Carnegie Hall and the 
Kennedy Center, where he was a longtime member of the Theater Chamber 
Players. A former Blodgett Artist in Residence at Harvard University, Dan 
played a key role in the inaugural Blodgett Endowment program and 
was invited to perform for Harvard’s 350th anniversary celebration. His 
summer festival credits include the University of Maine’s Chamber Music 
Institute, Alfred University’s Chamber Music School, and Kneisel Hall. Dan 
has also made significant contributions to music education, having taught 
at the Manhattan School of Music, University of Connecticut, Michigan 
State University, and Bates College. A passionate mentor, he has inspired 
many students over the years. His discography includes recordings for 
Centaur, Philips, CRI, and Musical Heritage Society. A well-known figure 
in the classical music world, Dan is praised for his artistry, versatility, and 
dedication to the craft.

Satoshi Okamoto

Since 2003, Satoshi Okamoto (MM ’94, double bass) has been a member 
of the New York Philharmonic, where he served as acting principal and 
assistant principal from 2013 to 2016. Prior to joining the Philharmonic, he 
was the assistant principal double bassist of the San Antonio Symphony for 
eight years and a member of the New York City Ballet Orchestra for a year. 
As a soloist, he was a finalist in the International Society of Bassists Solo 
Competition and the Izuminomori International Double Bass Competition. 
He also won the Aspen Bass Competition twice. Okamoto was a faculty 
member at Stony Brook University from 2023 to 2024 and now teaches at 
the Bard College Conservatory.
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